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Education Programme ﬁ @

CHILDREN DESERVE ONLY THE BEST!

Since 2013 Caritas Kosovo, in cooperation with the Municipality of Ferizaj, has open the new kindergarten in
Ferizaj - one of the largest kindergarten in Kosovo. The building of 1,172 m? is offering high quality
educational services, being equipped and furnished according to European standards of infrastructure.
Immediately in the beginning we started with 142 children. However rapidly the number increased so
currently our kindergarten provides early childhood educational and accompaniment services to two hundred
and thirty children. Our youngest children at the age of 6 months, whereas we accompany them up to the age
of 6 years when they are ready to attend the first class of school. We have more than forty professional
employees who are responsible for the management and logistics, the proper education and health
of our children; including the preparation of healthy child food. Depending on their

group, age there are special centres for the children named the butterflies (6 months

- 3 years), the bees (age 3 - 5) and the birds (pre-school age 5-6). Our kindergarten

is characterized to be multiethnic since our children have different ethnic

backgrounds; whereas we are as well allinclusive as we do accompany

children with special needs. We cdosely cooperate with local institutions of

relevant sectors including private sector actors. In this context, we have

offered opportunities to more than sixty seven education students to

conduct their internship at our institution. Moreover, we have as well

enabled to twenty secondary school food-processing students to do their

internships in our kitchen facilities. All this great work is done in order to

provide our children with what they deserve - and that is only the best!






National Peace and
Reconcilitation Programme

INTERCULTURAL
DIALOGUE!

Component 1: Mitrovica

Since 1999, Caritas in Kosova is implementing the Peace and Reconciliation program in the divided town of
Mitrovica, being supported by Secourse Catholique Caritas France, focusing on the social integration of the
different communities through education, social animations, common artistic activities and events, mediation
and lobby activities. Moreover, we have permanently promoted human rights by providing special trainings
for women and children, animation activities with a human resources component, combating trafficking of
human beings, networking; conducting sensitization activities on domestic violence and familiar consultation.
In addition to this, economic development has been a crucial instrument to generate income and promote
intra<community relationships, whereby we have mediated for employment and offered trainings on small
businesses. Under the supervision and ownership of Caritas Kosova, the Youth center, managed by the local
NGO MDNZ, has implemented the “Improving youth participation in decision-making processes” project
supported by SYD, aiming to raise youth capacities regarding socio-economic processes and enabling their
membership in Local Youth Action Councils, approximately 166 youth were targeted from villages Koshtove
and Kciq (Municipality of Mitrovica), Pantina and Shtitarica (Municipality of Vushtrri; including Palac and
Rezalla ( Municipality of Skenderaj). They were offered trainings, especially for women, on employment skills
and internships. Additionally, the Rural Youth Network has become a strategic partner of local authorities in

the process of promoting and implementing environmental municipal plans.

Being one Global Caritas Family, we have been complementarily
supported by Caritas Luxembourg to undertake peace and
reconciliation activities in order to strengthen sustainable,
constructive, healthy and respect based multicultural society in
Mitrovica (North and South). Under the frame of this component,
we have firstly organized a summer camp gathering forty children
coming from different communities: Albanian, Serbian, Bosniak
and RAE community, aged nine to fourteen years and belonging to
most vulnerable families. Through educational, sports and other
activities, we intended to contribute to the socialization and
communication skills of children, importance of mutual interethnic
cooperation, tolerance and teamwork, make new friends and have
fun, develop sports skills, empowering children to protect the
environment, reduction of social differences between children and
raising awareness of social justice as a concept of social life.
Moreover, we have implemented activities to promote the concept
of voluntarism and the utilization of volunteering as a tool for

advancement, professional preparation, gaining work experience

©

and cultivating active citizenship.



National Peace and
Reconcilitation Programme

Caritas supported the Union of
the

organization of the Regional Agricultural Fair

Finally,
Farmer Association in Mitrovica on
“Mitrovica 2013” in partnership with Caritas
Belgium and British Embassy. Under the
of  the

development sector, supported by the UK

umbrella Caritas  sustainable

Embassy and Caritas International Belgium,
the
economic stability through the agricultural &

Caritas  implemented “Strengthening
rural tourism sector in Municipality Leposavic
and Mitrovica South” - a project which is
implemented in the North region of Kosovo.
Hereby, approximately three hundred farmers
benefited from the trainings and study visits
that were provided during the year 2013. Apart
from the trainings and the study visits, the
agriculture packages were disseminated to the
beneficiaries. In total, seventy farmers gained
packages on beekeeping, fruit and vegetable

cultivation, farming, rural and eco tourism.
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Component 2: Prishtina

Coordinated through our Regional Office in Prishtina,
supported by Caritas Luxembourg, Caritas Switzerland and
Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung, Caritas Kosova has implemented
the second component of the Peace Promotion Programme
aiming to promote peace and reconciliation values (focus
Albanian and Serbian community) in order to strengthen
the multi-culturality of the Kosovar society. Social justice of
groups was ensured with different ethnic, religious and
cultural backgrounds by involving them in activities that
were delivered in the region of Prishtina, Mitrovica, Ferizaj
(including Shterpce) and Prizren (as well Dragash), focusing
especially on their institutional involvement. Caritas attained
to empower the communities, respectively the established
regional reflection groups, by involving religious leaders,
local authorities, community leaders, CSO’ representatives
and all relevant actors in the community in efforts of lobby
and advocacy. A highlight was the traditional Annual Peace
Conference 2013 with the aim to bring “Insights from the field
(grassroots) on Peace and Reconciliation in Kosovo,” whereby
Caritas hosted His Excellency Msgr. Dodé Gjergji - Bishop of
Kosova, His Excellency Theodore Cardinal Mc Carrick, His
Excellency Vinko Cardinal Pulié Imam Naim Térnava - Head
of the Islamic Community, Mr. Dalibor Jevtic - Minister for
Community and Return, Mr. Habit Hajredini - Officer in
the Prime Minister's Office, Ms. Valdete Idrizi - CiviKos
Executive Director, Mr. Ramadan Ilazi - Director of Peace
Institute who shared their perspectives and messages about
reconciliation in Kosovo. Caritas Kosovo

lobby

communities towards the local and central governmental

peace and

continues  to and advocate for marginalized

institutions, especially in the upcoming year 2014 Caritas
will target municipal community committees in order to

ensure the civil society participation in decision-taking.
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National Peace and
Reconcilitation Programme

Component 3: National Animation

Since 1999 Caritas Kosova in cose collaboration with Secours Catholique Caritas France has organized
educational and animation activities (drama, dancing, singing, summer camps, carnivals, sports) with
children, youth and volunteers groups in the Dioceses of Kosovo, including various trainings for animation
trainers, and specific knowledge transfer on organization and implementation of projects. Through our
action we have as well consolidated our Caritas volunteers structure all over the country regardless of their
religion, ethnic background, gender and age. During the year 2013, we have organized the celebration of
carnivals in the Prizren Parish, gathering more than 180 children and youth and other NGOs. In addition to
this, summer camps were organized by volunteers in the Prizren and Klina parishes which strengthened the
networking of parish youth. In Prizren around two hundred children were gathered; whereas in Klina youth
and children enjoyed animation activities for more than ten days. Besides animation activities, trainings and
summer camps, Caritas annually celebrates the International Day of Volunteers gathering youth and children
from the whole territory of Kosovo, offering opportunities of joint action, a platform for exchanging ideas
and thematic collaboration among volunteers. Moreover, Caritas on the diocesan level is organizing the event

of 10 million stars with the motto of expressing peace messages and fostering inter-ethnic dialogue.

Component 4: Cross-border cooperation

In cooperation with Caritas Serbia and financially supported by CRS, this year we have piloted with a new
component in the region of Mitrovica with the aim to support the reconciliation process between different
ethnic and religious communities living in Northern Kosovo and to contribute to their peaceful co-existence,
by promoting tolerance and mutual respect. Concretely, we are attempting to increase the interaction among
youth, promoting their cultural and social development. We started with workshops on drug addiction that
gathered more than two hundred and fifty youth belonging to different ethnical groups. The workshops were
implemented in primary and secondary schools in Northern and Southern part of Mitrovica, involving
school and respective local authorities. In the upcoming phase, we will prepare a media campaign on drug

addiction with the intention to sensitize the public opinion on the this phenomena.
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RAE Integration Programme ﬁ @

SOCIALLY INTEGRATED!

Component 1: Social Center in Dubrava - Ferizaj

Since 2010, we have implemented educational, cultural and social activities, including health services in the
village of Dubrave in favour of the Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian (RAE) community, with the financial
support of the Ferizaj Municipality. Through our Caritas Socio-educational Center, we aim to improve the
community's socio-economic welfare by facilitating their access to and increasing their participation in
education and health institutions.

The RAE community does directly benefit from various educational activities that complement their school
modules. We daily accompany about seventy five children that attend the pre-school and preprimary classes;
being preparing them for school admission. Beyond working with children, we have achieved to raise the
awareness of parents that education is very crucial to the future of their children. In this context, we establish
a dropout prevention team that motivates peers to enrol education and regularly attend school.
Furthermore, more than two hundred and fifty secondary school students attend regularly complementary
teaching modules and receive support on homework. In addition, students actively contribute to leisure
activities through which they expand their knowledge and increase their level of socialization. Moreover, we
offer as well training on English, maths and computing. Besides this, we support students as well for the final
secondary school exam. In close cooperation with school authority, we monitor the level of students'
development, their performance, behavioural and hygienic progress which is interrelated with their
attendance at the Caritas Center. As abovementioned, Caritas provides to primary health and dental
services; thus, 5072 medical cases have been treated during the year 2013. On the other hand, in the frame
of the cultural component we have established dance group that is regularly performing in the center. Due
to the excellent participation of the community and close collaboration with all stakeholders, nowadays our
center has become a successful example of the social inclusion of the RAE community in Kosovo.

Component 2: RAE in Prizren

With the aim to ensure the integration of the RAE communities in local governmental social system in
cooperation with Caritas Swiss, we have targeted children, youth (including disabled) and women in the
Prizren municipality. In this context, we supported their cooperation with local municipal authorities and
active participation in respective structures and social processes; so that, their interethnic initiatives are
supported and recognized. Additionally, we have supported the integration of RAE children in public school
and encouraged their parents and students to regularly attend school and prevent drop-out. Students were
trained on leadership, institutional functioning and advocacy activities; therefore, youth structures in the
villages were established with the capacity to engage with other stakeholders. Moreover, with the intention to
increase the capacities of RAE youth in small income generation activities in order to improve their
economic security and sustainability, we have supported employment opportunities for RAE girls in
hairdressing; whereas, boys acquired professional skills in metal processing and construction. English courses
were as well offered to RAE youth. In addition to this, disabled RAE children/youth received monthly
humanitarian packages and their registration in disabled people organisations and access to respective
services was facilitated. Finally, additional classes in primary schools were offered by our partner 16 for RAE

students.
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Re-integration of
Returnees Programme

NEW PROSPECTS IN KOSOVO

Caritas Kosova, since 2009 is implementing the project for reintegration of voluntarily returned
migrants after their stay in Belgium. The project “Strengthening Tailor Made Assisted Voluntary
Return" is implemented on the national level and supported by Caritas International Belgium aiming
a successful reintegration of returned migrants, who are mostly vulnerable or micro-business oriented.
The assistance is tailored to specifically respond to the nature of every individual or family returnees'
needs, by improving the living conditions of the returnees and ensuring income generation for a
sustainable welfare of the reintegrated returnee. The returnees are monitors up to one year by Caritas
Kosova, starting from their arrival date in Kosovo.

In the accompaniment phase of the year 2013, Caritas Kosova has assisted three cases setting up their
own small business by providing business consulting. Whereas, for the vulnerable cases Caritas has
covered their health treatment and medication, education and other particular needs as addressed by
the beneficiaries. In concrete, we have accompanied eight cases that needed housing and medical
support; whereby, solely one case has used its funding for educational purposes.

In total, Caritas Kosova has supported the successful re-integration of twelve cases, respectively thirty
three persons who returned to Kosovo voluntarily. Thanks to our accompaniment, most of the
returnees are successfully integrated into their communities and are enjoying their new prospects in
Kosovo.
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Re-integration of prizoners
after release project

PRISONERS ARE OUR FUTURE NEIGHBOURS!

Starting from Octorber 2013, Caritas Kosova has piloted the ‘Re-integration of prisoners after
release' project which aims to address one of the most marginalized groups in Kosovo society.
Our donors and partner are Secours Catholique - Caritas France. The first project phase has a
duration of three years and it will be implemented in the Correctional Center in Lipjan where
women and minors are imprisoned. With this program we aim the reintegration of prisoners
into society after their release, by providing professional trainings and public awareness about
the importance of their re-integration. Our beneficiaries that are female detainees will be
offered vocational trainings in hairdressing and tailoring, while minors will benefit from other
sports and cultural activities.

Caritas Kosova has a close collaboration with Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare, whereby Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) were signed with both
institutions. The MoU with the Ministry of Justice enables the coordination of actions in
providing support and enabling a socio-economic reintegration of prisoners after their release.
Whereas, the MoU with the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare which enables the
organisation of certified vocational training for prisoners who upon successful completion of
the training are awarded with an officially recognized certificate in the field of hairdressing and
sewing. The agreement has ensured that high quality trainings are provided which are in line
with the curriculum and modules of the Centers for Vocational Trainings.

Foremost, significant factor is that there is a huge interest and great willingness to attend these
training by the prisoners as they realize that this will be a good opportunity to prepare them
for a better reintegration.
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Special thanks goes to the following institutions

and partner Caritases:
Caritas Internationalis
Caritas Europa
Deutscher Caritas Verband
Secours Catholique
Caritas Italiana
Caritas Swiss
Caritas Belgium
Caritas Luxembourg
Caritas Rumania
Caritas Czech Republic
Caritas Slovenia
Caritas Innsbruck
Ini Teilen Cusanuswerk
PTK
Prishtina International Airport “Adem Jashari”
Municipalities: Suhareké,Ferizaj,Mitrovicé Viti,Rahovec
Kliné,Malishevé,Drenas,Shtime,Gjilan
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare
British Embassy
EU Solidarity Fund
European Union
DRC
UNDP
UNICEF
SOROS
KFOS
Junge Leute Helfen
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